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‘* — shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until 





Boston, (Mass,) Wednesday, June 11, 1845. 








I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.''....Lafayette. 
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*| favored few were now permitted to see the 


REPORT OF THE SPEECHES 


Delivered at the recent mecting for the Abolish- 
ment of the Gallows. 


Below will be found a brief Report of most of the 


speeches delivered at the meeting of the Massachu- 


setts Society for the 

held in the Marlboro’ Chapel, Boston, on the 30th ult., 

and which was prepared forthe Hangman, by our 

much esteemed friend, James Mircnext, of Boston. 
CHARLES SPEAR, 


Addressed the meeting, giving an interesting 
account of the progress of the cause. He referred 


to the Societies in New York and Philadelphia, | 


to the National Society, of which the Hon. G. 


M. Dallas, Vice President of the United States, | 


was President, and to the movements in England 
and France. 


He stated that Capital Punishment had not | 


been abolished in either of the States; that the 
71 


code of Virginia was the bloodiest, having 71 


capital offences for the black man, and one for the | 


white man; in Alabama there was no capital 


fence for whites. 


c 
UOl- 


REV. W. H. CHANNING, OF N. ¥., 


Referred to the fact that two executions were 


to take place on that day, perhaps at that very 


moment the criminals were trembling, waiting for 
the awful moment. He referred tothe objections 


to the removal of the death penalty and met them | 


successfully. 

If we could trace the 
mother’s breast, we might find him surrounded 
by circumstances that would have made us all 
murderers. Who would not have done as did 
Eager? We must look upon murder as viewed 
from above; there was no man but had hated his 
brother. 

Men were trained to murder; 
ly from the pulpit and the bench ; violence for 
violence was right. Society should pour around 
the child the atmosphere of love; society was 
false to God and humanity ; the criminal was not 
alone to blame; society should establish the 
sanctity of life. When an execution had taken 


place, the head, heart, &c., remained, but the | 


life God’s power took back. It was intruding 
upon the unknown mysteries of the future ! 
was astonished that any man could have the arro- 
gance to dare to take life! It was said it was 
entrusting him to God. It was a lie—it was out 
of the Providence of God. Society must abol- 
ish crime by prevention, and not by force, they 


wanted faith in God and the spirit of love. 
N. P. ROGERS 

Did not quite like the last speaker's objection 
to the death penalty because it was merely an at- 
tack on God; this view threw humanity into the 
shade. He was opposed to it because it invaded 
the rights of man. 

S. E. COUES, OF N. H. 


Was introduced as President of the American 
Peace Society. He said he came there as a man 


with a warm heart. He had been accused of say- | 


ing that clergymen should be hangmen; he had 
not said so, he would go down into the lowest 
depths of society for hangmen. 

A criminal in Connecticut had said it was not 
intoxication or strong passion that made him 
commit murder; it was because his master had 
taught him not to forgive an injury. The culti- 
vation of a spirit of love in our schools, pulpits 
and families, was more sure than sanguinary 
laws; three quarters of the murders were from 
intemperance. There were murders for gain, re- 
wards for the apprehension of murderers were of 
the same principle. 

Crime decreases in proportion to the mildness 
of the punishment. Blood for blood was not 
from God, it was human; it was not the Vor Dei, 
but the Vor Populi. Children had been taken 
from the breast and strangled! Children, clutch- 


Voolition of Capital Punishment, 


murderer back to his | 


it came solemn-. 


He | 


saving impressions; the evidence of old Bailey 
was, that they went out of life cursing God, and 
telling the priests to mind their own business. 
Mr. Cheever had said that three quarters were 
converted ; if so, why hang good Christians? if 
not so, why send the unconverted out of the 
world in an unprepared state? He would leave 
Mr. Cheever to take either horn of the dilemma 
he might prefer. The speaker spoke of the 
power of imitation, of the children in France, 
who, after the revolution, erected guillotines to 
behead cats and dogs ; and such was the passion 


| ing the door posts, had been dragged away to be 
choked to death! Where did those who be- 

lieved in eternal punishment send the murderer 

| executed in an unconverted state ? 

| We should restrain men from crime by kind 

| influences. 

HORACE CREELY, OF N. Y. 

| Believed it was generally conceded that life 

should not be taken except in case of extreme 

,emergency. He thought the whole machinery 
of government lessened the sanctity of human 

‘life. With the education of society, under such 

| an outrage as that to Eager, it seemed righteous 


} . ° 
| to take life, the law was no protection. Only a 


the bodies. The Quakers had held to the sa- 


credness of life, and history furnished but one 


strangling, others stood around outside the walls 
trying to catch a dying groan, others still had 
come from New Hampshire to New York to re- 
fresh and invigorate their moral sense, but this 
was denied them. 

Hardingbroke, a member of the Methodist 
church, who committed murder in Sullivan Coun- 
ity, N. Y., insisted that he was right to the last, 
that the law afforded him no protection. Society 
must declare life sacred. Individuals would not 
be better than the law and pulpit. We must 
cease to educate, for murderers, human wolves, 
must be led by the light of christianity. 

In New York murder follows executions ; 


der. 


REV. JOHN PIERPONT. 


Did the law of God authorize Capital Punish- 
ment? The will of God was understood in many 





‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed.’ This was the doctrine of retali- 
ation; and as nothing was said of accidental 
killing, of course he who killed accidentally 





er until all were killed but the last man ; it would 


af- go through the alphabet, A, B, C, D, E, &c., 


and suicide took place at Hoboken. It was)eth.’ Under the statutes of Solon, dogs were 
the natural relation of cause and effect, the | hung ; at Toulouse the sword was hung in place 


of the murderer. 
would it be executed ? 
sacrifice the Man? 
Society, said Mr. B., was in a false position;| Jesus Christ repealed this law; His law was 
it withdraws itself from sympathy with its mem-| return not evil for evil. How can we be His dis- 
bers, and then hangs them. It was proposed in| ciples and not observe His law of love? ‘ He 


‘law suggested violence ; violence begat violence. 


Why spare the drude and 
ALBERT BRISBANE, OF N. Y. 





matory character; the men of law who feed upon | is of the same character ; he must suffer the con- 
the moral carrion laughed at the idea, and then | sequences of his own principles. 

built a marble prison at a cost of $400,000. It) In Revelations we had a stronger command, 
was time for social reform, society should look to one who killed another in captivity must die!— 
prevention, the present cure was selfish, fiendish, The speaker, with his usual eloquence, set forth 
| the unchristian character of the death penalty, to 
| an, apparently, assenting audience. 


| satanic. 


ROBERT OWEN, OF SCOTLAND, 


From long experience was convinced that REV. E. H. CHAPIN 


kindness was better than force. At the age of| 
21 he had 500 persons under his protection, and | f),6 Blow forblow was the popular and Nation- 
| afterwards 2,500. These were taken from the | al Justice ; according to this principle Eager was 
| very dregs of society, there was no truth among | , just man. With the great Head, Justice was 
‘them, thefe was almost universal. He treated | Love. God forgives tdehnmen het Un. 
‘them with kindness and forbearance, established dev Christian Sastiod Nife-Wis tae. AN befeiuns 
infant schools at an expense of between $40, | were from the same foot: they were full of the 
and $50,000, all the parents sent their children spirit of the Master. Man is priceless. 

to these schools, and in three months were con-| “phe poor needed our aid, but a man is called a 
‘founded at the change. He spoke emphatically | fanatic if he goes among sinners. He gave a 


of the importance of education. For thirty | proce glowing description of the reign of love 


| i 
years no law ye r was needed, he had had many ,and kindness; and closed by reciting in a most 
‘thousand children to pass under his care, the 
! 
' 
! 


Remarked that the premises of society were 


‘ interesting, captivating manner, the followin 
teachers were taught kindness, and he had not one Berg: “- ‘ 8 


bad child. If society would do its duty, would Senetine Hines a6 Tie peut Walter: 
expend one fourth part for prevention of what 
is now expended in building prisons, it would 
‘be effectual. If the American government would 
| take certain steps, he would undertake to demon- 
Strate, that any children would be forced to ace | 
| quire either worst, mixed, or a superior character 
}to any ever formed. Iuman laws were in direct 
| opposition to the laws of nature. The laws of| 
God were beautiful and led to correct results ; na- | 
ture knows how ; ignorant man erred, he was ig-| 
/norant of the laws that governed his own being. | 
Society was based upon three errors, which led 
|to vice, crime and misery ; no power on earth 
'ean maintain these errors. Will you introduce 
three correct principles that lead to goodness and 
| glorious results? Before one year every one 
| would confess its goodness. 


‘Oh Thou! at whose rebuke the grave, 
| Back to warm life its sleeper gave, 
Beneath whose sad and tearful glance 
The cold and changed countenance 
Broke the still horror of its trance, 
And waking, saw with joy above, 

A brother’s face of tenderest love; 
Thou, unto whom the blind and lame, 
The sorrowing and the sin-sick came, 
And from thy very garment hem 
Drew life and healing unto them, 
The burden of Thy boly Faith 

Was love and life, not hate and death. 
Man’s demon ministers of Pain, 

The fiends of His revenge, were sent 
From thy pure Gospel’s element 

To their dark homes again.’ 





‘As on the White Sea’s charmed shore, 
The Parsee sees his holy hill 
With dunnest smoke-clouds curtained o’er, 
Yet knows beneath them, evermore, 
The low, pale fire is quivering still; 
So underneath its clouds of sin, 
The heart of man retaineth yet 
Gleams of its holy origin; 
And half-quenched stars that never set, 
Dim colors of its faded bow, 
And early beauty, linger there, 
And o’er its wasted desert blow 
Faint breathings of its morning air. 
Oh! never yet upon the scroll 
Of the sin-stained, but priceless soul, 
Hath Heaven inscribed ** Desparr!”’ 
Cast not the clouded gem away, 
| Quench not the dim, but living ray— 
My brother man, Beware! 
With that deep voice which from the skies, 
Forbade the Patriarch’s sacrifice, 
God’s angel cries, Forbear!’ 


ADDISON DAVIS 


Expressed his diffidence at appearing before 
‘the audience, as he was unaccustomed to public 
speaking. He stated thet- Capital Punishment 
'was Anti-Scriptural, opposed to Christianity, | 
i wrong in its nature and inexpedient, defeating 
| rather than subserving its own purpose. It killed 
‘the innocent to protect the innocent, this had 
been true in very many cases. Justice was de-| 
| feated ; itcame from the foul, bloody spirit of 
‘revenge of kindred. Justice demanded atone- 
ment, but this was retaliation. If the murderer 
| could be made to maintain the family of the mur- 
dered, he would thus carry back the pecuniary | 
loss which the injured family had suffered at his | 
hands, but, as it was, neither the family of the 
murderer, that of the murdered, nor society were | 
benefitted. Christians always overcome evil | arid yee 
with good. He denied that the murderer under 
sentence of death was in a situation to receive 


} 


STETSON 


Did not deem it of much importance what his’ 
own opinion was on this subject, yet it was of | 








for suicide, that the Seine had to be dragged for | 


example of a Quaker who had committed mur- | 


ways, in the soul; the text was relied upon, 


must be slain; the executioner, too, he had shed | 
blood, so that executioner must follow execution. | 


ter the last execution, within four days a murder | proving the Apostle’s remark,—‘ The letter kill- | 


If a horse should kill a man, | 


New York to establish an institution of a refor- | that taketh the sword will perish by the sword,’ | 


| consequence that every individual should hold 
right opinions. He did not rise to make a speech, 
| but to show his colors. He denied the right of 
_church and State to take life. Man’s sacred or 
| divine nature should not be struck; he denied 
| the scriptural authority for hanging. The only 
_end of punishment should be the reformation of 
the individual punished, or the safety of society. 
We had no right to punish for example—no right 
to punish John to make Sam more comfortable. 
If hanging cannot be carried out in love, it should 
not exist. 





REV. F. W. HOLLAND, OF ROCHESTER, N. Y., 


Remarked that the gallows was founded en- 
tirely on revenge. Christianity breathed love 
and forgiveness. What was said to the guilty 
woman? ‘Go thy way, sin no more.’ The com- 
munity were crying out for the change. Judge 
Mosely could not again pronounce sentence of 
death. In New York State, nineteen-twentieths 
of the convictions were upon circumstantial evi- 
dence, yet the gallows had been pronounced 
‘The moral rainbow of God’s universe!’ So- 
ciety set an example of killing to individuals; a 
boy bad hung himself in Albany soon after an 
execution; a mob had also hung a person. 


REV. MR. BRIGGS, OF PLYMOUTH, 


Believed none advocated Capital Punishment 
except on the grounds of necessity; that it was 
"not necessary for the prevention of crime, was prov- 
_ed by facts. If society would follow the principle 
of love, the community would also follow. Intem- 
| perance was caused in a great degree by society, 
) and many of the murders are occasioned by in- 
temperance. 


JOHN C. CLURE, OF SCOTLAND. i 


People were getting tired in England, said Mr. 
_C., and in this country, of choking ; people could 
_be made happy without it. He had witnessed 
two executions; his Sunday School teacher ad- 
visedas many of the scholars as could to go and 
see them; his mother advised him to go for ex- 
| ample ; the priests had taught her it was right! 
From extensive observation in the old countries, 
especially among the laboring classes, he thought 
it was injurious. 





HON. ROBERT RANTOUL, JR., 
| Congratulated the friends of the abolition of 
'the gallows on the interest now taken in the 
| cause, or the great change that had taken place. 
| Twelve years ago when the question was raised, 
| So strong were the prejudices that had to be 
| overcome, that our present success was as much 
/as we could expect. Moral revolutions began 
| with the few ; the fashionable keep off till they 
_are popular. Nicodemus was not the last to in- 
quire secretly into the new faith. Civilization 
_might be measured by the degree of barbarity of 
{its punishments. Under the Roman law the 
husband might kill the wife for intoxication. The 


| 
| 


|debtor was cut up, and apiece given to each 
creditor for the crime of being poor. In British 
legislation the conqueror had legislated for the 
conquered, the master for the slave; and what- 
ever was obnoxious to common sense in our own 
laws, had been derived from British legislation. 
| Our cause did not depend on numbers; it was the 
| cause of the Almighty, of truth, and must pre- 
vail, 
| As it was a Jewish institution to have blood 
| for blood, he had asked of a Rabbi, Js it a right- 
| eous institution? The answer was, certainly. The 
_Jews bled their animals in a particular manner, 
| which was certified when exposed for sale. The 
principles of christianity repealed the law of 
blood. It was a legislation suited to a barbarous 
people who had passed away; men do not go 
back to Moses for their law, they do not stone 
_to death the boy who picks up sticks on the 
| Sabbath day. But as to the effect of the penal- 
ity, he denied the right to punish for example ; 
it had been given up, executions were private. 
When 72,000 were offered up at the shrine of 
_the money Moloch for robbery in a single reign, 
they had a fruitful harvest, robbery increased. 
But there were certain folks who could not 
understand this mode of reasoning ; it was of no 
use to beat it into them, God had not given them 
to understand. The majority of blood shed in 
Europe was innocent ; the cry of innocent blood 
went up from the scaffold. In England, at one 
time, there were 160 capital offences, but the law 
was not effective. When stealing the amount 
of Ss. was capital, the verdict of the jury would 
be 4s. 1ld., when it was 40s. the verdict would 
be 39s. , 
The monitor within was stronger than law and 
their oath. When your law hung for house- 
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breaking with a dangerous weapon, were men 
hanged? No. . 

When measures for interdicting the slave-trade 
were introduced into the British parliament, the 
cry was, it will let in Liberty and Equality !— 
When it was attempted to prevent forgery by 
death, it outran all other crimes; and when the 
death penalty was removed for forgeries, except- 
ing three kinds, [described by the speaker] those 
kinds very much increased, while the others de- 
creased. Verdicts could not be obtained, and the 
law was repealed on the petition of bankers.— 
Criticism was exercised to the greatest extent in 
favor of the accused ; the existence or non-exis- 
tence of c comma. On one occasion the judge 
could discern a blur, and the opties of the jury 
not being so keen, he desired them to look 
through Ais glass! ‘There was enough to satisfy 
the heart of any man. Men were hung for intox- 
icating themselves, for murder committed while 
they were not moral agents, under the influence 
of the devil. A strong effort should be made to 
repeal the death penalty at the meeting of the 
next Legislature. 

Mr. Rantoul made a most eloquent, finished, 
logical, compact argument against the death pen- 
alty,; and completely annihilated every vestige of 
ground in its favor, theological and political ; and 
had the whole world have heard it, further effort 
would have seemed superfluous. 


WENDELL PHILLIPS 


Said he had derived his first impulse to hate 
the gallows from the gentleman who had just 
taken his seat; bis argument before the Legisla- 
ture had not been equalled ; he had done all that 
could be be done upon the political arena. Mr. 
Phillips paid a just and merited eulogium upon 
the efforts of Mr. Rantoul, ranking him among 
the Beccarias, the Lafayettes and others conspic- 
uous in the cause. 

The Hebrew text was the obstacle ; he had 
heard an objector remark that we must get anew 
Bible. This text was of doubtful meaning ; these 
doubts should be scattered all about, so that it 
might be as difficult to get a jury as in Dover, N. 
H., where 600 were summoned ; raise an uneasy 
doubt in the mind ofthe juror so that his con- 
science may haunt him as the visions of Macbeth 
did, if he breaks into the bloody house of human 
life. 

Man has no right to punish—society may pre- 
vent evil. . He would not let one little line of an 


‘old Hebrew covenant blot out the whole of the 
sermon on the Mount. 


He warned the Temper- 
ance men of Massachusetts, that the murder at 
Worcester was the crime of society. We had 
had 400 years of failure, where the experiments 
like the lion’s tracks all led one way. The At- 
torney General had stated in 1838, that such was 
the repugnance to the law that it could not be 
carried out. Where shall humanity find a trial 
place if not in Massachusetts. Men were not 
hung in fine clothes ; it was those who had been 
cursed by society with artificial regulations, till 
goodness was stunted out of them! Society re- 
quired the individual to go to the wall, and then 
permitted self-defence. He would say to society, 
‘Physician heal thyself; feed the hungry, &c.. 
&e. Mr. Phillips cited the Worcester, Rhode 
Island and Philadelphia murders, to show how 
nearly murders trod upon the heels of executions. 
We should carry out the mission of Providence, 
which was humane. 


HON. ISAAC H. WRIGHT 


Said in this cause all could unite. He warned 
those who were convinced of the injustice of 
this penalty, that they were responsible for its 
continuance, and eainestly requested them to 
prepare petitions to the next Legislature. The 
Judiciary committee of the last Legislature, to 
which this subject was referred, consisted of 
seven members, five of whom were lawyers, who 
tvere generally supposed to be in favor of capital 
punishment ; yet the petitions were treated with 
some favor, being referred to the next General 
Court, instead of giving leave to withdraw, 
which was a polite way of kicking out of doors. 

W. L. GARRISON 


Said he did not rise to make a speech for three 
reasons, first, there was not time, second, he had 
a bad cold, and third, it would be like carrying 
coals to Newcastle, for he believed this audience 
was opposed to Capital Punishment. He would 
introdace some resolutions, first, that the next 
legislature ought to abolish the death penalty, 
second, pledging their efforts to acccomplish it, 
third, that they would meet in the same place 
one year from this time to sing the song of vic- 
tory. These resolutions were carried by accla- 
mation. 


Slavery abolished in the Island of St. Bartholo- 


mew.—A letrer from Stockholm, dated the 12th of 


April, says that the Swedish Diet has responded to 
the appeal of the King, andin a manner which se- 
cures freedom to the four or five hundred slaves be- 
longing to the Swedish Island of St. Bartholomew. 
The Estates acceded to the proposition of the King by 
voting 10,000 piagtres yearly for five years, to be ex- 
pending in redeeming the slaves of that island, and 
compensating the loss of their masters. 
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SKETCHES OF TRAVEL—No. IIT. 


TO NEW YORK. 


ee 


JOURNEY 


While in New York I met with the famous Dr. 
George B. Cheever, who has written so much _ in fa- 
vor of the gallows. No man in this country has 
been a stronger advocate of the death-penalty. I 
remember a part of the conversation which I will 
‘give to the reader. I observed to him, 

‘Well, Dr. we think we have got you into a di- 
lemma now on the subject of Capital Punishment.’ 

‘ How so?’ he eagerly asked. 

‘You say that if a man is certain of being hung 
at an appointed time, he will be more likely to re- 
pent and be converted and secure his salvation than 
if he were to be imprisoned for life.’ 

‘Yes, that is my ground.’ 

‘ Well then,’ I remarked, if the man becomes good, 
what in the name of heaven do you hang him for? 
If he is fit for heaven, he is certainly fit for earth; 
if he is prepared for the company of saints, then he 
certainly would do to dwell among sinners. On the 
contrary, if he is not converted, then according to 
your belief he goes to a place of endless misery ? 

‘ This is no dilemma at all,’ replied the Doctor.— 
‘It makes no difference whether the man is good or 
bad; whether he goes to heaven or hell; the law 
of God is that he must die ; ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.’ 

We then said, ‘Are you willing to abide by that 
passage ?” 

‘Oh yes.’ 

‘Well then where do you get the pardoning power?’ 

* We find that in other places in the Bible.’ 

‘Oh then you do not abide by that passage alone.’ 

‘No, we find limitations and restrictions in other 
parts of the Scriptures.’ 

* Will you abide by the law of Moses? 
has thirty-four capital offences.’ 

‘No. We believe murder alone should be pun- 
ished with death.’ 

‘I wish you would present a translation of the 
passage that you would abide by.’ 

‘I am willing to take the common version.’ 

‘So am I, and Prof. Upham says it is a prophecy 
and not a command.’ 

‘No matter what Prof. Upham says.’ 

* Well but he belongs to your denomination.’ 

We turned then from this noted passage to the fact 
that in those countries where the death-penalty has 
been abolished society had improved. We referred 
particularly to Tuscany; ‘observing that he had 
boasted much of the fact that the death-penalty had 
been restored, even though the Grand Duke himself 
had testified to the improved condition of the com- 
munity; that the true state of the case was that the 
penalty was restored by Buonaparte, not because it 
had a good or bad effect, but simply to have a uni- 
form law in all her dominions.’ Of this fact, Dr. 
Cheever seemed ignorant. 

Turning to Belgium, we then asked him where he 
got his statistics. 

He replied, from H. J. Butler, an attorney in this 
city. 

Turning from this I remarked, ‘ Well, I suppose 
the people in New York now have a higher regard 
for human life since the execution of Eager yester- 
day.’ 

‘Oh yes, the people now have a dread of murder 
that they did not have before.’ 

‘ Well but how is that, when murder invariably 
follows in the track of the gallows? That has been 
| the case in Worcester, Mass.; in Troy, N. Y.; in 
| Philadelphia, and all over the world,’ 
| ‘Oh yes, I know that, but if society is so bad with 
|the gallows what would it be without it!!! 

‘This was indeed a new view of the subject. We 
related the anecdote of Dr. Franklin. -When Paine 
sent him his Age of Reason to request his opinion 
about its publication, Franklin sent word back that 
he had better burn it up, for if society was so bad 
with religion what would it be without it?’ As Dr. 
Cheever had but the gallows in the place of Chris- 
tianity, or rather perhaps thought it a part of the 
gospel itself, | thought the anecdote not altogether 
inappropriate. 
‘ Finally,’ said the Doctor, ‘ where is your book? I 
want to see it.’ 
‘And where is your work?’ I asked eagerly, ‘I 
want to see it very much.’ 
_ We soon obtained each other’s works, and sepa- 
rated. ‘I remarked, however, that if the gallows 
| was so efficacious and was so certain of securing the 
| salvation of its victims, it might be well, perhaps, to 
cut off some of the saints and get them off safe to 
heaven, lest they should fall away from grace.’ 
| The Doctor made no reply. 
I was mach pleased with Dr. Cheever. 





His code 





He mani- 





fested an excellent spirit, and we parted mutual good 
friends notwithstanding our wide difference of opin- 
ions. I invited him to discuss the question in Bos- 
ton, but he declined for the present. a, 
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Respite oF Hosea Coox.—This man, who was to 
have been executed yesterday in Indiana, for the 
murder of John Champ, has been reprieved and the 
execution postponed by the Governor of that State 
until Friday, the 27th inst., between the hours of 
10 o’clock in the forenoon and 2 o’clock in the after- 
noon. We learn by the Indiana Sentinel that appli- 


cation was made to the Executive to commute the | 


punishment of death to imprisonment in the Peni- 
tentiary at hard labor for life, and that this respite 
was granted to afford time to procure additional facts, 
and to consider whether in view of all the attendant 
circumstances it is proper that the prayer of the pe- 
titioners should be granted. The Richmond Jeffer- 
sonian informs us that this effort arose out of a 
‘strong and growing repugnance to Capital Punish- 
ment.’ We are glad to hear this, and we hope the 
friends of humanity will be successful. They must 
arise in their strengih, as we intend to in Massachu- 
setts, and abolish the law, inflicting the penalty of 
death. Only two crimes are capital in that State 
now—treason and murder. 


AT AAA . \ ~ 


Correction.—The following was written by a dis- 
tinguished and philanthrophic Clergyman of Roches- 
ter, N. Y., who is deeply interested in the moral 
movements of the age, and has spoken not unfre- 
quently in his pulpit in favor of the abolition of the 
death penalty. 

New York Canats.—I would beg leave to correct 


a statement made by one of our friends at the recent 
anniversary meeting, of the ‘ Mass. Society for the 


Abolition of Capital Punishment,’ to the effect that | 


the ‘Canal-boys are just as bad now as ever—as bad 
in fact as they can be.’ This is not universally true; 
nay, a vast improvement is already visible on the 
face of things. My residence is at the junction of 
two of the largest Canals, and my occasions of travel 
ofien lead me upon one or the other, and, 1 must 
say, itis exeeedingly gratifying to witness among 


poor fellows so unhappily situated and exposed to | 


every temptation in its greatest severity so much 


virtue, so much reverence to the name of God, so| 


much temperance in every sense. Every one re- 
marks the change. I remember when it was quite 
otherwise. And, while I regret that profanity, in- 


temperance and general recklessness are still occa- | 


sionally to be seen, I can thank God and take cour- 
age that humanity even in this respect is gallantly 
making headway against a sea of difficulties—that 
every year gives us a greater agcregate of moral 
power than the year before. F. W.H. 


Pe ee ee ee ee 
Meeting of Clergymen for the Discussion of Slavery. 
Several meetings were held in Boston during the 
anniversary week, by clergymen, mostly of the Uni- 
tarian denomination, for the discussion of the Slavery 


question. Ata meeting held in the Bulfinch Street 


Vestry on the 29th ult., the following resolutions | 


were passed by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, and 
7 in the negative :— 

Resolved, That we consider slavery te be utterly 
opposed to the principles and spirit of Christianity, 
and that as ministers of the gospel, we feel it our 
duty to protest against it, in the name of Christ, and 
to do all we may, to create a public opinion to se- 
cure the overthrow of the institution. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draw 
up and cireulate for signature among the Ministers 
of the Unitarian body, a protest against the Institu- 
tion of Arneriean slavery, as unchristian and inhu- 
man; and to publish the protest when signed, with 
this heading. 

‘ Protest against American Slavery, by—number of 
Unitarian Ministers.’ (Then follow the names.) 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be ap- 
pointed to draw up the protest ;: — 

Messrs. Stetson, S. J. May, James F. Clarke, 
Oliver Stearns, John Parkman, G. W. Briggs, Sam- 
uel May, W. P. Tilden, Stephen G. Bulfinch, W. H. 
Channing, A. P. Peabody, and John Pierpont. 


e)W—anS YY YY YY YY YY Yee” 


Suicipe oF A Mvurperess.—Mrs. Reed, who was 
to have been executed in Indiana, for the murder of 
her husband, and whose name we last week placed 
on our list of persons under sentence of death, com- 
mitted suicide by eating glass on the day that she 
was to be hung. Doubtless many persons were sorely 
vexed and much disappointed that they could not 
enjoy the satisfaction of seeing a woman dangling in 
the air. Had she not as good a right to commit 
suicide as the community had to hang her? If man 


has no right to kill himself, how can he justly con- | 
vey that right to another man, or to any body of | 


men ? 
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Trial for Murder in Lowell—The Prisoner convicted 
of Man-slau ghter— Sentenced to the State Prison. 


At the recent session of the Supreme Judicial Court | 
which was held in Lowell last week, William Gold- | 
| Cavilla, and after showing our colors of Taboo, we 


smith of Stow, was tried for the murder of George 


LITERARY NOTICES, 

The Reformer and Cincinnati High School Messen- 
ger.—This is the name of a sheet well filled with 
useful matter, which we find upon our table with a 
request to exchange. We shall do so with great 
pleasure. We hope the number of papers of the 
character of the Reformer will be increased ; for they 
are much needed. It is edited by H. 8S. Gilmore 
and J. W. Walker, and published monthly at Cin- 
cinnati. Terms 25 cents per year. We gather a 
few items from it to-day relating to our cause. 


The Saturday Visiter.—This is is a very excellent 
paper, and is published weekly in Baltimore, by J, 
E. Snodgrass. We get no paper from the slave 
States that speaks out so distinctly in favor of the 
moral movements of the day as this does. We doub: 
| not that it is well sustained; if it is not, it ought to 
‘be. The editor is in favor of the Abolition of Capital 
Punishment. ‘Terms $1 50 per year. 





Narrative of the sufferings of Lewis Clarke, during 
| a Captivity of more than twenty-five years among the 
| Algerines of Kentucky.—In preparing this work for 
the press Mr. Clarke was assisted by Rev. J. C, 
Lovejoy, a Baptist minister of Cambridgeport, who 
observes in the preface, ‘ for the facts contained in the 
following Narrative, Mr. Clarke is of course alone 
responsible. Yet having had the most ample op- 
| portanities of testing his accuracy, I do not hesitate 
to say, that I have not a shadow of doubt, but in al! 
material points every word is true. Much of it is 
his own language, and all of it aecording to his own 
dictation.’ 

Mr. Clarke was a white Slave. His brothers, Cyrus 
and Milton, who also are now in the free States, are 
white. Slavery is no respecter of persons. This lit- 
| tle work of 108 pages will give the reader an oppor- 
'twnity of knowing what Slavery is, of the difficulty 
of escaping from bondage, and of the happiness which 
the fugitive enjoys among the friends of the oppressed. 
It will be read with great interest, and we hope will 
_have an extensive circulation. It is for sale by 
| Nathaniel Snow, Cambridgeport, and at the Emanci- 
| pator office, No. 7 Cornhill, Boston. Price 25 cents. 


A NEW CONVEYANCE IN BOSTON, 

Everybody knows that the good citizens of Boston 
are highly favored and greatly accommodated by the 
various Omnibnsses that run quite frequently through 
the streets to Charlestown, Cambridge, Roxbury and 
other neighboring towns; but last week a new con- 
| Yeyance, was commenced by Messrs. Hons and 
Trescot. It is a small Omnibus drawn by two 
| horses, large enough to accommodate twelve passen- 
gers. It leaves Dock Square and Canton Streets 
every half hour, going through Washington Street, 
taking and leaving passengers on the way. The 
fare is only six cents, or twenty tickets for one dol- 
ar. We believe that this new Line of Stages wil! 
add much to the comfort and convenience of our citi- 
| zens, and we doubt not that it will be well sustained. 
| The coaches are beautiful, the horses are serviceable, 
and the drivers are careful. 


Tue Pieasure Boat.—This is the name of a 
quaint sheet, a few numbers of which have been 
issued at Portland Maine, by ‘ J. Hacker, owner, mas- 
ter and crew.’ Among other plans of mora! improve- 
ment friend Hacker is in favor of abolishing Capita! 
Punishment. He thus speaks of our efforts in this 
cause :— 

‘The Hangman’ is the name of a paper, edited by 
Charles Spear, and published in Boston. While 
nearly all the good writers in America are amusing 
themselves, each other, and their countrymen with 
chaffy novels and lovesick tales, like children in the 
garret, tickling each other’s toes with straws, while 
thieves and robbers are hanging other members of 
the family, and plundering and setting fire to the 
house, this Friend Spear seems to have some sense 
of the danger, and desire to bring the offenders to 
justice ; and with his Hangman he is hanging (not 
the bodies of men and women, destroying that life 
| which no man, State or nation has a right to injure, 
but) old Haman, the wicked revengeful Law, on the 
gibbet of Truth! 

‘ This same Charles Spear, is the author of ‘ Titles 
of Christ,’ one of the best books of these latter days. 
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From the. Coast of Africa—Burning of the Slave 
Factories—Release of Fifteen Hundred Slaves—A Na- 
tive Battle.—The following is extracted from the 
correspondence of the Baltimore Sun, dated on board 
the U. 8. brig Truxton, off Monrovia, March 12, 
1845:—‘ Since my last to you, from this place, we 
have visited Porto Praya, and after refitting, return- 
ed to the coast, arriving at Gallinas, February 6th. 
Here we found the British sloop of war Larne, and 
they informed us that a few days previous they 
landed a large force at Gallinas, and burnt all the 
factories ; 1500 slaves were for sale on shore at $20 
per head. 

We stopped at Cetra Frou, Cape Palmas, and 





W. Hildreth. The jury returned a verdict of guilty | returned to Cavilla, where we witnessed a battle 


of man-slaughter and he was sentenced to seven : 
z | The Cavalla people were the conquerors in the battle, 


years confinement in the State Prison. He is about 


60 years of age, and is said to be quite a respectable | drove them some distance into the interior. 


looking man. 


between the Cavilla and the Grezway native tribes. 


burning the town belonging to the Grezways, te 
7, e 
damage was about 25 killed and 20 woundod.’ 
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CRIMES, TRIALS, &C. 


CaritaL Trrats.—De Wolf and Carter, who stand 
indicted for capital offences, are to have their trials 
at Worcester this week. 


Tue Devaware Anti-Renrers.—Koapp, Burrill 
and Tompkins, were sentenced to the State Prison 
for two years each. Kelly was fined $250. 


Anprew Kvrem.—This man who was acquitted of 
the charge of murder on the ground of insanity, has 
been taken to the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica.— 
It is said that his conduct on the whole passage was 
that of a perfectly sane man, and one very far re- 
moved from the degree of stupidity which some 
of the medical witnesses on his trial attributed to 
him. 


Mark Sullivan was a couple of weeks since sen- 
‘enced in Sumpter county, Alabama, to 15 years im- 
prisonment in the Penitentiary, on conviction of 
homicide in the second degree in killing William 
Jordon. 


A verdict of wilful murder has been returned 
against George Woodford, the owner of the ‘ learned 
pig,’ for causing the death of his wife by drowning 
her at Salisbury, England. 


The motion for a new trial in the case of Pate, 
convicted of a murder at Quincy, Illinois, has been 
refused. 


J. Maxon, imprisoned at Chilicothe, for participa- 
ting in the murder of the late F. Edwards, and John 
Smith, alias John Hunt, made their escape from the 
jail of Scioto county lately. 


Murper or Franx Comps.—The N. O. Picayune 
publishes a letter from Pointe Coupee, which states 
that the trial of O’Blennis for the murder of young 
Combs, will be entered upon in a few days, as 
General Combs and the principal witnesses are all 
present. The prisoner has been sent for to St. Fian- 
‘isville, where he has been confined since he was 
arrested last January. 


Sentencen.—John M. Jones, who was convicted 
of man-slaughter in the second degree, in causing 
the death of Wm. H. Livingston, in August last, 
was on Saturday brought up for sentence, and after 
being appropriately addressed by Judge Edmofds, 
was sentenced to be confined in the State Prison, at 
sing Sing, for four years. 


The Pillory andthe whipping-post stil] form a part 
of the instraments of punishment in Delaware.— 
William M. Porter was tried and convicted at New 
Castle during the last week, of horse-stealing. He 
was sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes on the 
bare back, and to remain in the pillory one hour, 
which punishment was inflicted on Monday. He is 
to be sent to New Brunswick on the 3d of June, 
where he will again be tried for a similar offence. 


The punishment of death in England is now con- 
fined wholly to cases of murder or treason. 


Saran Arkens, at Pittsburgh, has been arrested 
on suspicion of having murdered her infant—strong 
circumstantial evidence connecting her with the 
affair. 

Two Welchmen living near Newark, Ohio, whilst 
engaged at washing sheep, a few days since, and both 
intoxicated, had a fight in which one, named Reece, 
was killed by the other, named Harris. 


Rev. Epwarp Covet, recently tried, found guilty 
and dismissed from the third Baptist Church, South- 
wark, has prosecuted the principal and all the wit- 
nesses who testified against him before the Ecclesi- 
astieal Council. They are charged with conspiracy. 


It is estimated that in Great Britain alone six hun- 
dred drunkards die weekly. Gough ought to visit 
that intemperate country. 


Tue Mormon Triats. On the 2ist ult. the trial 
of persons charged with the murder of Hiram and 
Joe Smith, coutwenced at Carthage, Illinois. The 
prisoners, J. C. Davis, late an Illinois Senator, T. 
©, Sharp, editor of the Warsaw Signal, Mark Ald- 
rich, Wm. N. Grover, and Col. Levi Williams, com- 
plained by affidavit of the partial manner in which 
the jurors had been selected, and prayed the Court 
that Alisers be appointed to select a jury, which the 
Court granted. The jury was not entirely empan- 
nelled at the last accounts. A correspondent of the 
St. Louis Republican says :— 

Every thing thus far has been entirely quiet and 
peaceable, yet there isa deep and intense anxiety 
felt, which pervades all classes—the characters of 
the accused, the nature of the charge against them, 
and the peculiar state of the relations existing be- 
tween the Mormons and anti-Mormons, all conspire 
to make the present trials of deep interest to the 
old citizens of this county. Every body almost, 
attending Court, comes armed to the teeth, and 
frequently muskets and rifles will be seen taken 
out of wagons with as much deliberation as if they 
were attending a militia muster instead of attending 
a court of justice. This isa bad state of things, but 
extraordinary cases demand extraordinary remedies. 

The Mormons are said to have expressed a de- 
termination to take revenge, in case the defendants 
should not be convicted, but it is hoped that more 
discreet counsels will prevail. 


Singular Law Case.—The New Orleans Crescent 
City, of the 15th ult., notices a recent trial before the 
city court, in which a boy ten years old was claimed 
by two parties, each representing herself to be the 
mother. A Mr. and Mrs. Paul who had lost the 
hoy about two weeks previously were the plaintiffs, 
and a Mrs. Hughes, who had also lost a son three 
years and a half before, and claimed the boy as her 
lost son, was the defendant. Although the child 
himself persisted in claiming the defendant as his 
mother, the court decided in favor of the Pauls, who 
proved satisfactorily their right and title to the dis- 
puted article. We doubt if a like case has occurred 
since the days of King Solomon, whose expedient to 
discover the true mother, as recorded in the Bible, 
does not seem to have been revived in the present 
instance. 


TO OUR COUNTRY SUBSCRIBERS. 


We would remind our friends in the country that 
after the first of July next the Hancman can be re- 
ceived through the mails and Post Offices free of 
postage by subscribers within 30 miles of Boston.— 
The Hangman is the only paper in the world, with 
but one exception, devoted to the abolition of Capital 
Punishment. The editors intend to make it a repos- 
itory of all that relates to this subject, both in the 
Old world and in the New, and they trust it will be 
found exceedingly useful to those who desire to obtain 
correct information in relation to this great branch of 
Reform. From the first of July to the end of the 
year itcan be had for the small sum of seventy-five 
cents. For three dollars four copies will be furnished 
for nine months. Send in your orders. 

The following is a list of the towns in which the 
‘Hangman’ may go free of postage after the Ist of 
July next: 


COUNTY OF SUFFOLK. 








Boston, Chelsea. 
ESSEX COUNTY. 

Andover, Hamilton, Middleton, 
Beverly, Haverhill, Rowley, 
Bradford, Ipswich, Salem, 
Boxford, Lynn, Saugus, 
Danvers, Lynnfield, Topsfield, 
Essex, Manchester, Wenham. 
Georgetown, Marblehead, 
Gloucester, Methuen, 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. 
Acton, Lexington, Stow, 
Billerica, Littleton, Sudbury, 
Bedford, Lincoln, S. Reading, 
Boxborough, Lowell, Tewkesbury, 
Brighton, Medford, Tyngsboro’, 
Burlington, Malden, Watertown, 
Carlisle, Marlborough, Wayland, 
Charlestown, Newton, Waltham, 
Cambridge, Natick, W.Cambridge, 
Concord, Reading, Wilmington, 
Chelmsford, Sudbury, Westford, 
Dracut, Sherburne, Woburn, 
Framingham, Somerville, Weston. 
Holliston, Stoneham, 

NORFOLK COUNTY. 

Braintree, Franklin, Randolph, 
Brookline, Foxborough, Stoughton, 
Bellingham, Medfield, Sharon, 
Cohasset, Medway, Weymouth, 
Canton, Milton, Wrentham, 
Dorchester, Needham, Walpole. 
Dedham, Quincy, 
Dover, Roxbury, 

PLYMOUTH COUNTY. 
Abington, Hanover, N. Bridgewater, 
Bridgewater, Hanson, Pembroke, 
E. Bridgewater, Hull, Scituate, 
Hingham, Marshfield, W. Bridgewater. 

WORCESTER COUNTY. 
Milford, Southborough. 

BRISTOL COUNTY. 

Attleboro’, Easton, 
Mansfield, Norton. 


These towns contain a population of over 350,000, 
out of which we confidently expect to obtain a large 
addition to our subscription list. 
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{> Our readers wil! have heard, before this meet® 
their eyes, that Mrs. Mary Bodine has been found 
guilty of murder, the punishment of which is death, 
We Riventy hope that our country will noi be dis- 
graced by the horrid spectacle of a woman put to death 
in cold blood! Worst of all, this woman has been 
convicted on circumstantial evidence, and her inno- 
cence may be proved when it is too late to save her 
life. Remember, reader, that if this woman is hanged, 
and her innocence .is afterwards proved, that most 
horrid, cruel and sanguinary event, will be the work, 
principally, of the American CLERGy. Let it be 
written on von blue vault in letters of fire, that the 
principal defenders of capital punishment in this 
country are those who pretend to preach the Gospel of 
the Man of Nazareth!!! When you see the unhap- 
py vietim writhing in death, cast your eyes at the sur- 
rounding steeples and you may imagine each one of 





them to be a gallows post! Then believe, if you can, 
that these black-coated creatures are the ministers of 
a God of Love.—Unecle Sam. 


We cut the following from the Baltimore Visiter. 
Horn, to whom the writer refers, was raised up 
thirty feet high, so that the immense crowd gathered 
outside the prison could enjoy the satisfaction of 
seeing a human being strangled ! 

The editor of the Boston ‘ Hangman’ says ‘ execu- 
tions are now private in Maryland.’ Very—only 
about SEVEN THOUSAND persons witnessed the exe- 
cution of Adam Horn! | am told that more than 
two thousand of the spectators were FEMALEs ! !— 
Women who will attend such exhibitions of cruelty 
and blood, are fit inmates of—I will not say what— 
and should they attend when McCurry is hung, we 
hope seats will be provided for them, that they may 
enjoy the unspeakable pleasure of witnessing his last 
dying struggle! Blessed are the merciful; but O 
woman, woman! how art thou fallen! 


7 wn a ee ee ee ee 


Henry Errer, for murder in the first degree of 
William Finn, has been sent to the Alabama Siate 
Prison for life. No crime is capital in that State 
when committed by a white person. There are six 
crimes which are capital if committed by slaves ! 


it_#>A large edition of the excellent work of Henry 
C. Wright, entitled ‘A Kiss for a Blow,’ has been 
published in England, for the whole of which a rapid 
sale has been found, and another is speedily to be giv- | 
en to the British public. Every family ought to be | 
supplied with a copy of it. The following lines, sug: | 
gested by a perusal of this little volume, were written | 
by the wife of George N. Watson, an Independent mi- | 
nister in Ireland, 


OA KISS FOR A BLOW, | 


Suggested by reading an excellent little book, bearing 
this title. 





Wuar makes little children quite happy and good, 
And banishes tempers both naughty and rude ? 

It is the sweet maxim, we very well know, 

Of giving each other ‘ A Kiss for a Blow.’ 


Should a quarrel arise, whate’er be the cause, 
What is better by far than a whole code of laws? 
It is the sweet practice, we very well know, 

Of always returning ‘ A Kiss for a Blow.’ 


In each stage of life, e’en from infancy’s years 

To manhood’s last step in the valley of tears, 

There’s nought which can yield us such pleasure below, 
As ever returning ‘ A Kiss for a Blow.’ 


Though men should condemn us, and call us but fools, 
Yet still must we love them, and pray for their souls ; 
Through the journey of life let us patiently go, 


—— 


low prisoner, in the Auburn State Prison, 
where he is now confined. ‘Time of execu- 
tion not known. 

VERMONT! Evcene Currrorp, for the 
murd-r of his wife and child. Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. The law is now that 
there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the crimi- 
nal is to be hung without an order from 
the Executive. 

MAINE! Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. Time of execution not fixed. The 
law is that a criminal shall not be executed 
till one year after sentence, and not even 
then without an order from the Executive. 

NEW JERSEY! Josern Carter and Pe- 
Ter W. Parke, for the murder of the Cast- 
ner family. Time of execution Friday, Au- 
gust 22d, 1845. 

MARYLAND! 
the murder of Paul Roux. 
tion Friday, June 27, 1845. 


Henry W. McCorry, for 
Time of execu- 





Still ever returning ‘ A Kiss for a Blow.’ 


Should any assail us in deed or in word, 
Oh, then let us act like our meek, patient Lord, 
Who, e’en in the depths of the bitterest woe, 
Returned in his anguish ‘ A Kiss for a Blow.’ 

A. A. W. 


[ Selected. 


Tue Deata Penauty.—The 17th meeting on the 
subject of Capital Punishment was holden on Mon- 
day evening last, 26th ult., in the Green Street Meet- | 
ing House. | 

Prayer was offered by Mr. Robinson. The stand- | 
ing resolution was read; and the meeting was ad- | 
dressed by Mr. Robinson, Mr. Foster of Pennsylvania, 
and C. M. Burleigh of Connecticut, on the affirmation 
of the resolution. 

Mr. Foster is a lawyer, and his facts and argu- 
ments went home to the consciences and under- 
standing of his hearers. Of Burleigh, it is not ne-| 
cessary to say any thing, only that he clearly and | 
conclusively showed that Governments or associa- 
tions, had no right to do any thing in their associated 
capacity, Which they had not a clear right to do as 
individuals. The reverse of this principle, was the | 
cause of most of the evils that now exist. The} 
standing resolution was then read and passed, unani- | 
mously, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the law of God and the Precepts of | 
Christianity, are opposed to Capital Punishment, and | 
that it is entirely inoperative for the prevention of | 
Crime, and therefore, ought to be immediately abol- | 
ished. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned without | 
day, subject to a call by the Chairman, eittratid 

} 








and S. W. Wheeler. 
Wnm. Cuace, Chairman. 
D. R. Wurrremorg, Sec’ry. [Ev. Trans. ] 


) 
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Last Pace.—Read the thrilling sketch from the} 
pen of Proff. Ingraham on our last page. 
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THE 


OLD) PAUPER’S BURIAL. 


BY CHARLES G. 


EASTMAN. 


Bury him there ! 
No matter where ! 
Hustle him out of the way ! 
Trouble enough 
We have with such stuff— 
Taxes and money to pay. 


Bury him there ! 

No matter where ! 
Off in some corner at best ; 

No matter for stones 

To mark his old bones— 
Nobody ’!! ask where they rest 





Bury him there ! 
No matter where ! 
None by his death are bereft ; 
No body ’Il ask ! 
Finish your task ! 
We still have enough of them left. 


Bury him there ! 

No matter where ! 
Off in some corner, away ! 

Trouble enough 

We have with such stufl— 
Taxes and money to pay. 


errors ers 
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Sern Perry, of Hanover, Mass., is to be tried at! 
Plymouth for the murder of the two Stapletons next | 
Tuesday. To-day a great Temperance meeting is to| 
be held on the spot in Hanover where the murder} 
was committed. We hope to be there. | 


Under Sentence of Death! | 


NEW YORK! Basz, the pirate. Now| 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The | 
time of execution is fixed by the President on | 
the first Friday of June, 1846. | 








What a difference in favor of the oppressor 


Wyart, for the murder of Gordon, a fel- | 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung 
on Friday, March 25th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 


VIRGINIA! Jerry, Harry and Satty, 
for attempting to murder Mrs. John A. Mohr. 
Time of execution, June, 1845. 


DELAWARE! A colored woman, name 
unknown, at Georgetown, for the murder of 
her child. ‘Time of execution, June 19th 
1845. 


LOUISIANA! Pautine, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


INDIANA! Hosta Cook, for the mur- 
der of John Champe. Time of execution 
27th of June. 


33 Executions are now private in the 
following states: Maine, Massachusetts, Ver- 
mont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 


Island, New York, Pennsylvania, and Mary- 
laud. 


_Acents.—E, Y. Ropsins, of Warner County, 
Ohio, is appointed Travelling Agent for the Hang- 
man. 

Lypia Mort, of Albany, N. Y., will cheerfully act 
as agent in that city. 

Ann Tuaxter, of Hingham, will cheerfully act as 
our Agent in that town. 
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Receipts For Casn to Junr 2.—E. Arnold, 50 cts. ; 
A.C. Taft, 50 ets.; Rev. S. Bardin, $1; J. Trum- 
bull, 50 ets.; E. Skinner, Jr., 50 cts.; M. Lincoln, 
50 cts.; L. Stevenson, 50 cts.; R. Hardy, 50 ets. ; 
Thomas Ford, 25 cts.; Sarah Follen, 50 ets.; T. 
Parsons, $1; S. F. Hiceock, 1; Thos. Hill, 25 ets. ; 
H. Clark, $1; I. Scott, 1; Wim. Shaw, 1; J. Cor- 
nish, 1; M. T. Ashley, 1; W. R. Gilson, 50 cts. ; 
E. R. Greenwood, $1; J. Kingman, 1; C. R. 
French, 1 75 ets.; O. Bodfish, 1; M. Sawin, 1; C. 
B. Thompson, 50 ets.; P. M., Bridgeport, Ct., 8; O. 
A. Staples, 1; S. E. Guild, 50ets.; Chas. Sweet, 
50 cts.; J. A. Waite, $1; B. Blackman, 1; J. Pratt, 
1; Thos. Bicknell, 1; C. P. Drew, 1; J. Drew, 1; 
C. Putnam, 1; I. Street, 1; D. A. Brown, 1; Sam- 
uel E. Coues, 1; J. H. Toohey, 25 ets.; G. H. Hol- 
brook, $1; John Levy, 1 50; E. Thatcher, 1; L. W. 
Reed, 1; M. J. Fuller, 1; H. H. Brigham, 1; Rev. 
!. H. Farnsworth, 1; S. Snow, 1; H. Onion, 50 ets. 
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To Correspondents.—We received the communica- 
tion prepared by our friend Ell s, of New York, but 
as we had already published much upon the subject to 
which it relates, and having a great abundance of 
matter on hand, we concluded to hand it to our neigh- 
bor Cobb, of the ‘ Christian Freeman,’ for insertion in 
his useful paper. 

S. J. May’s article will appear soon. 











MARRIED: 


In this city, Ist inst., by Rev. Mr, Skinner, Mr. John 
M. Hil! to Miss Sarah Abby Jones. 

At the Swedenborgian Church, by Rev. Mr. Worces- 
ter, Mr. Thomas Haskell, Jr., to Miss Jane M. Slade, 
both of Boston. 

In this city, Ist inst., by Rev. Mr. Skinner, Mr. Amos 
Otis Stearns to Miss Frances A. Bangs; Mr. Gardner 
Fuller, of Boston, to Miss Mary S. Hanscom, of Eliot, 
Me.; Mr. David Woodward, of Boston, to Miss Pa- 
melia Waldron, of Strafford, N. H.; Mr. Charles E. 
Hill to Miss Harriet J. Roach, 





DIED: 


In this city, Ist inst., Henry, son of Mr. Charles 
Brintnall, 10 years. 

Mr. Samuel Wheeler, 53. 

At Roxbury, Ist inst., William Henry, youngest 
child of Joshua and Eliza Seaver, 1 year. 

In this city, 2d inst., Sarah Elizabeth, youngest 
daughter of William and Lucy V. Crispin, 4 years, 4 
months, 

Miss Sarah Elizabeth Parker, only daughter of Jon- 
athan and Susan E. Parker, 16 years. 

3d inst., Mrs. Zabiah Cowdin, daughter of the late 
Amasa Davis, 74. 
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THE ASSASSINS SISTER, OR THE NIGHT BEFORE 


EXECUTION. 


BY J. H. INGRAHAM. 

One morning in May, 184—, I was seated in 
the Cafe St. Luis in New Orleans, reading a 
paper and sipping coffee, when a young man en- 
tered and took his seat at the marble table next 
to me. He was about twenty-two years of age, 
with fine features and a dark hazel eye of ex- 
ceeding brilliancy. His complexion was re- 
markably pure and clear, with a rich rose-hue 
upon either cheek. His dark chestnut hair fell 
in flowing yet graceful masses far below his col- 
lar. He was fashionably attired; indeed, his 
dress was in the extreme of the mode. A dia- 
mond glittered upon his little finger; and a ruby 
of great size blazed amid the laced ruffles of his 
shirt bosom, 

He took his seat with an easy, negligent air, 
and, in French, called for a bottle of wine. It 
was brought to him, and filling a tumbler with 
the blood-red claret he drank it off, and then 
lighting a fragrant cigar, began to smoke. I now 
observed him more closely. He would have 
been very handsome but for a fierce light—a 
quick, lightning-like glance that flashed from his 
eyes. [I saw that a spark would enkindle his 
fiery nature into a flame. 

I finished my coffee and laid down my paper. 
AsIdid so, it fell from the edge and lightly 
struck the boot of the young Creole. I did not 
deem this of any consequence, but was reminded 
that it was regarded so by the young gentle- 
man; forI had not gone three steps from my 
seat, when I felt his little finger laid very lightly 
upon my arm. 

‘Monsieur will apologise!’ said the young 
man fixing his eyes upon me, and speaking in a 
low tone, with an extraordinary emphasis upon 
the last word. 

‘For what should I apologise, Monsieur” | 
asked in surprise. 

‘ For letting that Gazette touch my person.’ 

‘Tt fell from the table,’ I said half angrily, yet 
amused at his serious manner. 

‘Monsieur must apologise,’ he epeated in the 
same tone as before, it was not a demanding nor 
authoritative one, but quiet, earnest, positive, 

‘T have no apology to make, Monsieur. The 
idea is absurd. You jest. 

‘I am in earnest,’ he said seriously, his eyes 
fairly blazing. 

‘So am J, Monsieur.’ 

I was passing on, when he laid his fore-finger 
again lightly upon my arm and then drew from 


his vest pocket a richly inlaid card-case and ta- | 


king from it a card, with a formal and marked 
bow, presented it between two fingers towards 
me. I took it and read, 
M. Juces pe VerEeAux 
Rue Corondelet. 


I bowed respectfully to M. Jules de Vereaux, 
and in return for his courtesy gave him my own 
card, as the most quiet way of settling the little 
affair for the moment; though I well knew this 
interesting person according to the interpreta- 
tion of this act among duellists, regarded it as 
an acceptance of his polite proposition (in giving 
his card) to arrange the matter by a duel. But 
I had no intention of fighting my mercurial 
friend, as I did not feel myself bound to be gov- 
erned by the laws of any court of duellists.— 
What the result of giving my card in return 
would have been, and whether I should have 
had to meet M. Jules de Vereaux and be run 
through the body for letting a newspaper fall 
from the corner of a table and hitting the toe of 
his boot, I cannot tell; as a new circumstance 
at once transpired which placed my fiery antag- 
onist in a position quite different from that in 
which he had stood a moment before. 

After receiving my ecard and address, he very 
politely touched his hat; the fire in his eyes 
became milder, a smile of satisfaction rested on 
his lips, and he turned and walked away, after 
saying blandly, with a graceful curve of his jew- 
elled hand, 

‘ Monsieur shall hear from me.’ 

I bowed in acknowledgment of his kind in- 
tention respecting me, and was beginning to turn 
over in my mind how I should avoid a rencontre 
with this amiable young man ; for, as I resolved 
not to accept the challenge which I knew he 
would shortly honor me with, I was well aware 
he would not fail, according to the laws made 
and provided in such cases, to attack me openly 
in the streets. This attack I resolved to abide ; 
for it is one thing to meet a man in a duel and 
another to defend one’s life in a chance en- 
counter. The guilt of the duellist could never 
attach to the hand of one who slays him who 
attacks him seeking for his life. So I resolved 
to refuse the challenge, and prepare to defend 
myself, should this sensitive young gentleman 
see fit to assault me. 

But there proved to be no necessity that I 
should trouble myself about coming to any de- 
cision. The young man, my antagonist, absorb- 
ed in his affair with me, was walking out of the 
eafe forgetful of his bill. He was just disap- 





THE 


stands before the open doors of all cafes, when 
the keeper of the cafe said, politely— 

‘Monsieur has forgotten to pay for his wine !’ 

‘The young Creole stopped and fixing his 
eyes upon him with flashing rage, said, 

‘How dare you stop me! Do you think I am 
going to cheat you! ‘Take that!’ and he threw 
ja dollar at the man’s head with such force that 
|the man uttered a cry of pain, and began venting 
-his wrath in a voluble chain of Gascon curses.— 
‘One or two epithets applied to him infuriated 
|the young Creole, and with a countenance livid 
with rage he drew from his waistband a large 
broad-bladed stiletto, and sprang upon the man. 
Before any hand could interfere to arrest the 
blow, the flashing knife had descended into his 
| bosom, and the haft struck audibly against the 
‘breast bone. Not satisfied with this, the assas- 
_sin drew it forth and with a second blow nearly 
severed the head of his victim from the body. 

A cry of horror ran through the apartment as 
the murdered man fell in his blood upon the 
sanded floor. The murderer stood with the reek- 
‘ing knife in his uplifted hand, his right foot ad- 











vanced and his eyes glaring with menacing fierce- 


/ness upon those around. Some one flew to the 
door and shouted to the gensdarmes, and a young 
'man who was sipping coffee rose from his table, 
drew a pistol and advancing upon him, called 
upon him ‘to surrender.’ ° 

The only reply was a demoniacal smile of de- 
fiance, and a firmer grasp upon his gory weapon. 
_ ‘The young man slowly approached him with 
his pistol cocked, and the assassin’s eye was 
“nervously worked as if he was meditating a leap 
‘and a blow. The eye of the other was coo] and 
steady, and he evidently expected the attack, but 
was as plainly prepared to shoot him dead upon 
the spot if he moved to leap upon him. In this 
manner he had advanced within four feet of him, 
'when the assassin’s knife glanced like lightning, 
“not aimed at his breast, but at the pistol barrel, 
which he struck with such foree that it was 
‘knocked from his hand, and the brave youth 
stood at his mercy. The assassin would have 
followed up this blow by burying the knife in his 
breast, when a Yankee shingle speculator from 


‘which he covered his body as with a shield, 
‘and rushed bodily upon him. The assassin struck 
| madly at this singular defence with his knife, but 
the Yankee pressing him closely, suddenly stoop- 
ed and catching him by the feet overthrew him. 
The next moment he was disarmed and bound ; 
and a little while afterwards three gensdarmes 
| appearing, he was taken to prison. 

This cold blooded murder produced no little 


sensation throughout the city; and as the young 





man was wealthy and connected with the first | 


families in the State, the public interest was 
|greatly augmented. Popular opinion was singu- 


\larly divided as the day of his trial approached. | 


| Heavy bets were laid and readily taken up that 
jhe would not be convicted. It was known 
|that counsel had been employed by his family 
‘to whom the enormous sum of twenty thousand 
dollars had been paid. Lovers of honorable and 
equitable administration of justice trembled for 
ithe result. But there were many who had faith 
in the integrity of the administrators of the laws, 
‘and that the assassin would not escape. The ex- 
|citement among the lower orders was very high. 
|It was the belief of this class that the murderer 
| would elude justice by means of gold and family 
|influence, and deep and vengeful were their oaths 
|of retribution should he be acquitted. 

| The day of his trial came. The court was 
thronged, and the streets approaching it were 
|crowded with an excited multitude. 

| Justice triumphed. He was convicted. Shouts 
rent the air at the announcement; and when the 
‘sentence was known that he was to be taken to 


|his prison and thence, that day three weeks, led | 
to the gallows for execution, the gratification of | 


the concourse of people was not manifested by a 


shout as at first, but by adeep murmuring of | 
} § 


| satisfaction. 

| Jules de Vereaux,as we have said, belonged 
to one of the wealthiest and most aristocratic 
families in New Orleans. He was naturally of a 
proud, haughty, imperious spirit, full of fiery 
passions, and very sensitive ‘in points of honor.’ 


He had shot a man (in a duel of course) for | 


looking at him hard. He had called out another 
for accidentally puffing cigar smoke in his face. 
| He had killed a third for speaking to his sister 


in a ball room without a proper introduction,— | 
He might have killed a fourth for letting a news- | 


paper fall upon the toe of his boot; but we are 


safe, and M. Jules de Vergaux’s card remains | 


} 


With us as a memento mori of himself. 


The sister to whom I have alluded was one of 


the most beautiful females in the capitol of the 


South West. She was remarkable for her haugh- | 


tiness and lofty spirit. She was like her brother, 
| but less vicious. His evil qualities were tem- 
| pered in her, and became aids to her fascinations. 


Men were bewildered by her beauty but feared | 


| her. 
| It is the night before the morning set for the 
‘execution of her brother. From the first intel- 


fixed upon him and the hand that held the knife | 


the Penobscot caught up an immense waiter with | 


HANGMAN., 


up from all to save him. Twice the proud girl 
had been permitted to visit him; the first time just 
| after his arrest, the second time after he received 
| his sentence. She had now, within the last hour, 
| obtained permission from the judge to visit him, 
to bid him an everlasting farewell. 
| She left her stately mansion in Corondelet 
street just after dark. Alone and veiled she en- 
| tered the carriage that was awaiting her within 
the porte-cochere. It drove to the gloomy city 
| prison and stopped. She alighted and presented 
her ticket of admission to the keeper. Bars and 
| bolts were removed before her, and she was 
| guided along a dark corridor, and then descended 
| into another that was beneath the foundations of 
the prison. At an iron-cased door at the ex- 
tremity, the gendarme who was her guide, stop- 
ped, and removing the bolt and massive bar, 
threw it open. 

‘Madame will find the condemned there,’ he 
said coldly. 

‘Monsieur will please retire to the end of the 
passage,’ she said, in a firm voice ; and the man 
felt a piece of coin fall into his palm. By the 
| weight he knew it was gold, and without look- 
ing at it he answered respectfully— 

‘Oui, Madame. You shall be obeyed.’ 

He then proceeded slowly to the extremity of 
the corridor, humming the air of the Hymn Mar- 
_sellois. The young woman entered the con- 
| demned cell, holding in her hand the lamp which 

the gendarme had left with her. She with dif- 
ficulty, so great was its ponderous weight, drew 
| the door too after her. She stood a moment to 
let her eyes survey the gloom. From a corner 
rose to his feet with clanking chains, the figure 
| of her brother. He had been sleeping, and the 
| light did what the noise of bars and bolts could 
_ hot do—awoke him. He stared wildly at his 
She was veiled and clad in mourning.— 





| sister. 
He was pale, and an expression of keen suffering 
was manifest in his face. She lifted her veil and 
/advancing a step, pronounced his name. He 
clasped his hands together at hearing her voice, 
and cried bitterly. 

_ ‘So you have come to see me before I die!’ 
‘Yes, brother! she said, with singular reso- 
| lution in her tones. 

She was very, very pale; but there was an 
| unusual energy in the expression of her counte- 
nance. 

| © You cannot save me, then?’ he asked eagerly, 
yet as if he had no hope. 

_ ‘It is impossible, Jules!) Every means has 
_ been tried. Gold has been offered without limit. 
| But the officers will not be corrupted.’ 

| ©Then I must die. I must swing like a felon 
| from the gallows! Made the mock of the ca- 
naille! This is madness!’ 

And lifting his chained hands above his head, 
he clasped them together with an air of mingled 
defiance and horror. 

' * You shall not hang upon the gallows, Jules,’ 
| said his sister firmly, her black eyes lighting up 
| with an extraordinary fire. 
| ‘Can you save me, then?’ he exclaimed, seiz- 
/ing her hand and earnestly regarding the work- 
ings of her countenance. 
| © Yes, from dishonor!’ she said, ina deep tone. 
_ He stood silent. He covered his face with his 
'hands. He shook from head to foot like an 
}aspen. He had comprehended her! He knew 
i proud, determined spirit too well not to un- 
| derstand his sister’s dreadful meaning. He groan- 
ed heavily. 
| 1 dare not" he said faintly. 

‘You must ! You shall not die on the gal- 
lows! You shall not leave infamy to all of your 
name! You shall die like a Vereaux! You 
shall die like a man!” 
| ‘Sister! 
© Here is what will save the honor of your fam- 
ily. I have brought it with me. Take it, and 
after | embrace you, let the point boldly find your 
heart.’ 

‘IT would rather live till to-morrow! Life is 
sweet. One night and a few hours to-morrow is 
| a long life to one condemned to die,’ 

‘This is weakness, Jules! I have come here 
ona sacred errand. My time is limited. I will 
not be defeated. The honor of our family must 
be preserved. Now let me embrace thee!’ 

She threw her arms about his neck, and as she 
kissed his cheek her tears fast trickled upon his 
chains. She disengaged herself and stood up.— 
She had left the dagger in his hand ! 

‘Sister, this is fearful! Must I die!’ 

‘Are youa mon and ask me? Die, bravely 
and honorably! ‘Tis but a stroke! Die, and 
| cheat the raging mob of their revenge! Wiil 
you hang dangling in the air to be a spectacle of 
scorn and mockery! No, brother! Thank me 
that I have placed in your hand the means of 
rescuing your name from infamy.’ 

‘ Sister, farewell!’ he said in a trembling voice. 
‘Give me your hand! Let me press it once more 
to my lips! Farewell! It is a dreadful thing 
to die so soon! But I must! Farewell! 

He raised his agitated arm to give the blow! 
His hand trembled. She veiled her face with 
her hands and sunk upon her knees. She heard 
the fatal blow given !—the heavy fall! She offer- 


} 
} 


] 
| 


pearing outside of the Venetian screen which |ligence of his deed of blood she had shut herself ed some wild words of prayer forshis soul, and 


after a moment’s silence rose and gazed upoy 
him. He had given the blow with unerrin 
certainty. The stiletto was in his breast, ang 
he was lying perfectly dead at her feet ! 

This extraordinary young woman was arrested 
for the murder, but acquitted, the gendarme having 
at the moment come to the door and seen the 
prisoner strike the blow himself. Whethe; 
Jules de Vereaux ‘ rescued his name from infy. 
my’ by committing suicide, is a question we shall 
leave for adjustment to a committee of our read. 
ers. We have recorded only the facts as they 
transpired, for in the tale there is more fact thap 
fiction.— Symbol, and Odd Fellows Magazine. 


For The Hangman. 


SHOULD ANY CRIME BE PUNISHED WITH DEATH: 
No. II. 


BY ISAAC N. WADSWORTH, MAINE. 


We have endeavored to show in our previous 
remarks that Capital Punishment is not justif- 
able on account of its evil tendency, of its failing 
in several respects to secure the objects fo 
which all punishments are designed, in othe: 
words, on the ground of expediency. 

If we have failed to do this, and arguments can 
be adduced sufficient to substantiate its expedi- 
ency (which we very much doubt,) it does no 
follow that government possessed the right thus 
to punish; and this point certainly remains t 
be proved before we are at liberty to adopt this 
system of punishment, even if its utility be made 
manifest. If it be true (as is generally believed 





that all power vested in civil government is. de. 
rived strictly from the people, that each indi- 
vidual of the community surrenders certain na- 
tural rights in consideration of the protectior 
'and other advantages which he derives from 
the social compact; then it follows that societ; 
'as a body, possesses no powers which can sur. 
| pass in extent or authority those natural rights 
No man, according to the principles generally 
adopted by mankind, had aright to take awa) 
his own life, and since no man can confer upon 
another power that he himself does not possess, 
having no right to destroy his own life, he cas 
convey no such right to government. In con- 
sideration of these views we say that the State 
has no right to inflict Capital Punishment. 

But we are here met by an objection to th: 
abolition of Capital Punishment, which is urged 
with a considerable degree of zeal and no small 
appearance of reasonableness ; and this objection 
is, that in inflicting the punishment by death, 
government only acts in self-defence, and tha: 
as man, in conflict with his fellow-man in which 
' one or the other of their lives must be sacrificed, 
has a natural right from the principle of self-pre- 
servation to put to death those who have set a 
defiance its regulations. Although we recognize 
the principle upon which this right claims to be 
founded, the disparity of circumstances at- 
tendant upon the two cases effectually destroys 
all analogy between them, for in order to rende: 
them parallel we must suppose, that while the 
individual has his adversary completely in his 
power, and to such a degree as to be entirely 
free from any fear of danger, he has a right un- 
der these circumstances to take away his lite. 
and since as we have before shown, government 
has this chance of security even to the highest 
degree, this objection must be without founda- 
tion. We look with abhorrence upon the con- 
mander who in cold blood orders the massacre o! 
unarmed and defenceless prisoners of war, we 
shudder at the recital of those barbarities o! 
savage tribes which by universal custom have 
come to be regarded by them as the necessary 
laws of a just revenge, but what shall we say 
of civilized and enlightened sotiety which un- 
der the full blaze of the light of nature and reve- 
lation, and possessing the means of the most 
perfect security condemns the unfortunate trans- 
gressor of its laws to the rack or the halter 
We have before lightly touched upon some of the 
evils resulting from the system of Capital Pun- 
ishment, and much more might be brought te 
prove its destructive influence upon the moral 
feelings and sentiments of the community : Sut 
fice it to say that, according to all experience 
and observation, no principle of government has 
a more fatal influence in debasing and brutalizing 
the hearts of men than the system of Capital 
Punishment. But a new era is dawning upo? 
the world in regard to this system of political 
usurpation, public opinion is undergoing a_radi- 
cal change, and the philanthropist sees with de- 
light this, almost the last relic of the dark ages, 
taking its place by the side of the inquisition, 
and holding its proper rank among the iniqui- 
tous systems of papal superstition and feudal 
barbarism, and hails its abolition as a proof 0! 
the onward progress of civilization and the more 
advancement of his species. 











Dumont, an old French traveller relates that 
at Venice, he saw coats of mail, once worn by 
gay knights and costing immense sums, sold for 
a few shillings to fishermen, who wished to us¢ 





them as nets for catching oysters! 
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